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Aims:  

  

 Phonics is the beginning of children’s body of knowledge, skills and understanding and the 

foundations of enabling a child to develop the essential life skills of reading and writing. At 

Longtown School, we aim to teach high quality phonics to ensure that every child has the best 

start possible in reading and writing, to enable them to become confident, independent, all round 

learners.  

   

 In order to be able to read and write children must develop their phonics knowledge through 

sound discrimination, letter recognition and phoneme representation, then grapheme-phoneme 

correspondences. Only then can they decode and encode words, read and write sentences and 

begin to understand and comprehend text.   

  



 Good quality phonic teaching secures the skills of word recognition and decoding which allows 

children to read fluently. This will result in children being able to read for pleasure, extend their 

vocabulary and factual knowledge and develop comprehension skills.  

  

  

Our phonics planning is:  

  

• Taught discretely and daily at a brisk pace following a review, teach, practice and apply cycle;  

• Applied and reinforced through all subject areas and cross curricular activities; 

• Continuously assessed through children’s application and development of phonic knowledge. 

Children’s progress is monitored to inform subsequent planning and next steps;  

• Taught using a systematic synthetic phonics approach which teaches children the simplest 

sounds first progressing all the way through to the most complex letter combinations.  

• A planned progressive programme, based upon Letters and Sounds, which builds on previous 

learning to secure progress and reinforces and applies acquired phonic knowledge and skills;  

• Time-limited, such that the vast majority of children should be confident, independent and fluent 

readers by the end of Key Stage 1. Children learn phonic skills best in the first few years of 

school with daily practise to consolidate, orally rehearse, read, write, blend and segment 

phonemes and graphemes.  

• Introduced to youngest children using Jolly Phonics actions and verses to link phonemes to the 

visual representation of each sound;  

• Sessions are around 20 minutes long.  

  

Expectations at Longtown School:   

  

Nursery:  

Children prepare for their future phonics teaching and learning by experiencing daily, planned 

opportunities to listen carefully and talk extensively about what they hear, see and do.  Phase One of the 

letters and sounds program focuses on getting children attuned to the sounds around them ready to 

begin oral blending and segmenting skills through developing aspects of general sound discrimination, 

awareness of rhythm and rhyme, alliteration, voice sounds and then oral blending and segmenting.    

  

After Christmas the older nursery children move onto learning Phase 2 sounds (2 per week), revising 

aspects from phase 1.  This is introduced using the jolly phonics programme, which corresponds with the 

letters and sounds program.  All twenty-six sounds are then delivered from January to July, in 

preparation for starting in the Reception classes.  Group oral segmenting and blending skills of V, VC 

and CVC words are practised weekly.  

  

Reception:  

Children start by using the Jolly phonics programme in their reception year which is closely linked and 

planned alongside the letters and sounds programme. The songs and actions are taught to the children. 

The actions are used to increase the children’s confidence and prompt them whilst writing.  

  

  

• Reception Phase 2- discrete teaching of Sets 1 to 5 letters and sounds completed by first half 

term to enable children to have a good bank of sounds when practising blending and 

segmenting simple CVC words (teach 4 sounds per week).   

• Phase 2 recap for 2nd Autumn half term. A vast amount of blending and segmenting using the 

Phase 2 sounds correctly to read and write CVC words using letters and sounds sets 1 to 5 

(phase 2). Phase 2 High Frequency Words and ‘tricky words’ secure.   

• Spring term – begin Phase 3 phonics. Introduce 25 new graphemes (set 6 and 7 letters and 

sounds, consonant and vowel diagraphs). Blend and segment using sounds taught and begin 

to learn letter names using an alphabet song.   

• Summer term – Reception secure to the end of Phase 4 and blending phase 3 sounds to 

read and write words with adjacent consonants. Phase 4 tricky words introduced, taught, 

practised and learnt.  



• Able to segment and blend independently with accuracy in line with Early Learning Goal 

expectations for Reading and Writing (to encode from teacher dictation and record own 

sentences and decode own and other’s writing).   

  

KS1: -  

During year 1 and 2 children will continue to use the letters and sounds programme.   

Phonics teaching incorporates statutory requirements of the National Curriculum spelling programme 

which includes various strategies to aid the children’s phonic knowledge.  

  

Year 1:   

1st half term – short recap of Phase 3 sounds and graphemes through the context of teaching Phase 5 

graphemes (introducing alternative graphemes and alternative pronunciations for graphemes, 

polysyllabic words, and spelling rules as statutory requirements in the National Curriculum).    

End of Year 1 - children should be secure and confident in Phase 5 to pass the Year 1 Phonics screen 

check and have spelling knowledge of suffixes –s and –es endings to plural nouns, -ing, -er, -ed endings 

to root word verbs and the prefix un-.   

  

Year 2:   

Quick recap of Phase 5 before starting Phase 6. Sounds that need to be recapped will be integrated into 

planning. Spelling for Literacy book and High Frequency will be the spelling focus along with developing 

greater fluency in reading and multisyllabic words.  

Prefixes and suffixes, word endings, present and past tense, verb forms and spelling rules are taught.  

  

KS2:   

Children who have not achieved Phase 6 by the end of year 2 need to be taught this through 

intervention.   

  

Letters and sounds Programme explained:  

Letters and Sounds is designed to teach children how the alphabet works for reading and spelling. 

Systematic, high quality phonics teaching is essential and is needed for children to achieve the goal of 

reading. Letters and Sounds is designed as a time limited programme of phonics. It works on securing 

fluent word recognition skills for reading by the end of Key Stage 1 and as an intervention in Key Stage 

Two.  

  

Longtown implements the programme whereby the structured phases are followed and linked to Primary 

National Curriculum pace and progression. The letters and sounds phases are set up alongside Phonics 

Play planning so that no children are held back or pressured to move on before they are ready or 

confident to do so through this multisensory approach. Therefore, in EYFS and KS1 are taught at the 

correct level. We will continuously practice and revisit all sounds from the beginning of phase 3 onwards 

to ensure consolidation. The children are encouraged and given opportunities to use their phonic 

knowledge in their independent writing across all subjects.  

  

  

Assessment:  

Assessments are updated three times each year and recorded on the schools tracking system to monitor 

progress. Class teachers assess daily through assessment for learning and weekly through summative 

assessment.  

   

Children will be tested using:  

• Phase sentence/phrase dictation tests.  

• Reading and writing of blends and tricky words.  

• Observation.  

• Phonics Screening check  

• Single Word Spelling Test  

• Phase spelling tests  

  

  



Phonic knowledge should continue to underpin spelling after key stage 1; teachers should still draw 

pupils’ attention to GPCs that do and do not fit in with what has been taught so far.  

Most people read words more accurately than they spell them. The younger pupils are, the truer this is.   

By the end of year 1, pupils should be able to read a large number of different words containing the 

GPCs that they have learnt, whether or not they have seen these words before. Spelling, however, is a 

very different matter. Once pupils have learnt more than one way of spelling particular sounds, choosing 

the right letter or letters depends on their either having made a conscious effort to learn the words or 

having absorbed them less consciously through their reading. Younger pupils have not had enough time 

to learn or absorb the accurate spelling of all the words that they may want to write.  
   


