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Introduction  

The following document is intended to inform staff, LAB members, parents and other interested 

parties of our approach to the teaching of Computing at Yewdale School.  

  

Rationale  

ICT plays a very important part in most aspects of our lives including every day situations and in 

the world of work.  The teaching of Computing is very important in order for pupils to understand 

the subject and learn a variety of characteristics. Some of these include:   

• the competence in coding for a variety of practical and inventive purposes, including the 

application of ideas within other subjects   

• the ability to connect with others safely and respectfully  

• the ability to collect, organise and manipulate data effectively.  

  

Aims  

For pupils at Yewdale School to have:  

• competence in coding for a variety of practical and inventive purposes, including the 

application of ideas within other subjects.  

• the ability to connect with others safely and respectfully, understanding the need to act 

within the law and with moral and ethical integrity.  

• an understanding of the connected nature of devices.  

• the ability to communicate ideas well by using applications and devices throughout the 

curriculum.  

• the ability to collect, organise and manipulate data effectively.  

  

Teaching and Learning  

As teachers it is important that Computing is taught in a variety of ways. There is scope to use 

whole class, group and individual work in teaching Computing and it is vital that children receive 

these various styles. Children need to be given a variety of tasks including practice and 

consolidation, investigations and problem solving.   

  

Links between Computing and other core and foundation subjects should be made where possible 

to ensure that children see the importance of Computing within all areas of the curriculum.  

  

Progression in ICT  

The school is using Rising Stars Switched on Computing for teaching ICT which is a 

developmental programme that is matched to the new National Curriculum.    

  

Teachers use the Switched on curriculum plan and deliver a wide range of computing objectives. 

Programs like J2E and Scratch on school laptops and iPads are used as platforms for the children 

to record their skills.  

  



Teachers assess using the Rising Stars Switched on Computing assessment criteria.  Using this 

framework ensures that as a school we are planning for progression in Computing.  

  

Foundation Stage  

In EYFS, both classrooms have a variety of technology for the children to develop their computing 

skills. On a daily basis, all children have access to a touch screen television, iPads and computers. 

Using these, the children are able to meet the ‘understanding the world’ objectives based around 

technology. The main outcomes for technology include to complete a simple program and to use 

programmable toys.   

  

Key Stage 1  

In Computing, the key outcomes include:   

• to understand what algorithms are, how they are implemented as programs on digital 

devices and that programs execute by following a sequence of instructions, to write and test 

simple programs  

• to use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of simple programs, to organise, store, 

manipulate and retrieve data in a range of digital formats  

• to communicate safely and respectfully online and to know to keep personal information 

private and recognise common uses of information technology beyond school.  

  

Key Stage 2  

In Computing, the key outcomes include:   

• to design and write programs that accomplish specific goals, including controlling or 

simulating physical systems  

• solve problems by decomposing them into smaller parts  

• to use sequence, selections and repetition in programs  

• work with variables and various forms of input and output, generate appropriate inputs and 

predicted outputs to test programs  

• to use logical reasoning to explain how a simple algorithm works, detect and correct errors 

in algorithms and programs  

• to understand computer networks including the internet, how they can provide multiple 

services such as the world wide web and the opportunities they offer for communication 

and collaboration  

• to describe how internet search engines find and store data, use search engines effectively  

• be discerning in evaluating digital content  

• respect individuals and intellectual property; use technology responsibly, securely and 

safely and to select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on 

a range of digital devices to accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, 

evaluating and presenting data and information.  

Planning  

The long term planning for Computing follows the framework given by Rising Stars Switched on 

Computing which is matched to the new National Curriculum and the Early Years Framework. The 

framework is implemented via medium term topic planning in line with the school planning policy.   

  

Within the planning, Learning Objectives are shared with the children at some time within the 

lesson.   

  

Assessment, Recording and Reporting  

Assessment of ICT can be done in a variety of ways including observation and giving an 

independent or co-operative task or a test. Both formative and summative assessment will be 

carried out.   

  

Formative assessment being linked to short term planning and marking to inform future teaching.  

Summative assessment being at the end of each term to inform next steps, the next teacher, key 

stage, parents and aid target setting.   

  



This assessment will be done in line with the school assessment policy. Record keeping will be 

done in line with school policy and should be done to inform planning. Teachers will make informal 

records on the Medium term plan i.e. jotting down individual strengths and weaknesses. They will 

also make formal records i.e. Rising Stars Switched on Computing assessment to assess whether 

a child is at beginning, developing or secure level of understanding within the subject.   

  

Reporting of Computing will be in accordance with statutory requirements. The annual school 

report covers progress, effort and achievements in Computing.  

  

Equal Opportunities  

It is important that all children are given the opportunity to develop their computing abilities 

regardless of race, gender religion, ethnic group, culture or ability. We would also plan and develop 

children’s multi cultural awareness making sure the curriculum reflects the wider community. 

Children need relevant experience and language to access our creative curriculum successfully.  

  

Special Needs  

Children on the SEND register and who have specific learning difficulties will be planned for.   

  

Differentiation  

Computing provides a good opportunity for differentiation based on:-  

• Resources (e.g. providing texts at different levels)  

• Outcome  

• Progression (e.g. highlighting different skills for different children)  

• Task (e.g. setting different tasks within one topic)   

• Support (use of support staff )  

• Differentiated Success criteria   

Children should be allowed to work at their own level of attainment.  

  

ICT  

Each year group has daily access to either laptops or iPads which can be used by children to 

support the teaching of Computing.  A weekly timetable has been provided for all class teachers to 

follow  

  

Homework  

This will be given in line with the school homework policy.  Computing will often be the focus when 

Mathletics or Times-Tables Rock Stars is being set in class.   

  

Time  

To ensure there is adequate time dedicated to the teaching of Computing, each class teacher is 

expected to monitor the coverage of the Switched on Computing and plan topics accordingly.   

  

Resources  

The school has a number of resources for Computing.   

A Computing resources audit has taken place so all teachers are aware of what resources they 

have.   

  

Safety and Care  

The safe use of equipment is to be promoted at all times in line with the Health and Safety Policy.  

  

The Role of the Headteacher  

• To ensure that the National Curriculum is implemented  

• To encourage and support the subject leader’s approach to Computing development across 

the curriculum  

• To support and encourage all staff in the teaching of Computing  

• To make available the necessary resources to continue the development of Computing 

within the school budget  

• To promote Computing in school  



  

The Role of the Subject Leader  

• To promote Computing in school  

• To provide a good example of the teaching of Computing in the classroom  

• To ensure resources are available  

• To plan and implement future developments of Computing through action plans  

• To review and monitor both the planning and teaching of Computing  

• To work alongside staff when required  

• Attend relevant courses and disseminate information to staff  

• Arrange INSET courses for staff  

• Organise the acquisition of new resources  

• Support colleagues  

• Encourage parental involvement   

  

Role of the Staff  

• To ensure that Computing is used in the classroom in line with the National Curriculum  

• With the support of the subject leader and head teacher to implement any changes in the 

teaching of Computing  

• To ensure there is equality of opportunity in the teaching of Computing  

• To inform the co-ordinator of any problems which may arise in the implementation of 

Computing  

• Teach and assess the children Computing.  


